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1 INTRODUCTION 

This deliverable collects the main conclusions reached after finalizing the modelling, basic and detail 
engineering and equipment development activities previous to the deployment of the UC-2: Smart 
integration and control of water and energy systems, at Unije Island. 

The island of Unije is located in Kvarner, in the northern part of the Adriatic Sea, west of Lošinj 
island. According to the administrative-territorial structure, it belongs to the town of Mali Lošinj, ie 
the Primorje-Gorski Kotar County. On its western side it is exposed to the open sea, and on its 
southern side there are Male and Vela Srakane, and Susak islands (Figure 1). The total island area 
is 16.77 km2, with a 36.6 km long indented coast. Despite a good geo-traffic position, water sources 
and extensive fertile soil, the Unije island today is sparsely populated with a negative growth trend. 
According to the 2011 census, the island has only 88 inhabitants, while today that number is slightly 
less, and throughout history it ranged up to 1000 inhabitants. According to the mentioned census, 
there are 47 households in the only inhabited place on the island, while there are a total of 292 
privately owned housing units on the whole island. 

 
Figure 1.   Macro-location of the Unije Island 

The island has a predominantly elderly population engaged in agriculture, olive growing and fishing. 
However, the island is significantly dependent on tourism in the summer months when the number 
of residents grows significantly (according to estimates between 800-900). The connection to the 
island with the mainland and other islands is insufficient, because the island is visited by a 
catamaran from Rijeka once a day, and there is a local boat connection from Mali Lošinj that 
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connect Unije with the local islands Male Srakane, Velike Srakane and Susak. Furthermore, there is 
a small airfield that can operate smaller aircrafts, but it is currently not in use due to administrative 
and political reasons, which significantly harms the tourist offer of the island (Figure 2). 

 
Figure 2.   Small airfield on the Unije Island  

There is only one inhabited place on the island, and there are no roads, except for ordinary white 
roads (macadam) and some concrete placed roads, such as the road to Maračol Bay. Maračol Bay 
serves as an anchorage for nautical tourism covering. There are no cars on the island, but only 
bicycles and small delivery vehicles by which the locals transfer goods from the ship and use them 
to cultivate the fields. 
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Figure 3.   The Unije settlement on the Unije island 

To encourage the island development and achieve energy independence, it is necessary to 
implement demographic changes, i.e. motivate young people to stay and live on the island and 
attract young people from other parts of the region to come and live on the island where new jobs 
will be created. Renewable energy sources today, not only create new jobs, but are extremely 
attractive in terms of tourism because the island can become self-sustaining and earn profits 
directly and indirectly. The island has a huge natural potential with a large number of sunny hours, 
a source of water, as well as large and fertile fields. 

1.1 Scope and Objectives 

The main goal of INSULAE project is to foster the deployment of innovative solutions aiming to the 
EU islands decarbonization by developing and demonstrating a set of interventions linked to seven 
replicable use cases at three Lighthouse Islands, and whose results will validate an Investment 
Planning Tool that will be then demonstrated at four Follower Islands for the development of four 
associated Action Plans. 

Islands usually face water scarcity problems, which are solved through the use of desalination 
plants. Given the high energy consumption of these plants, it is crucial to implement smart water 
management strategies that minimize the need for fresh water and enable the use of RES to power 
desalination plants. 

INSULAE is developing an innovative system which consists of integrating renewable energies in 
water desalination at Unije Island, Croatia. PV generation is used to make cleaner and more efficient 
brackish water desalination processes, promoting renewable integration and renewable systems 
development.  

In order to make optimal use of water produced, it is planned to set up a system of smart 
agriculture/water distribution that will, by monitoring soil and environmental parameters, gather 
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the necessary information and at the same time monitor the water level available in the tanks. Soil 
and environmental parameters will be collected through stand-alone sensor cells. A certain number 
of sensor cells will be set up at selected locations. In addition, a weather station for wind speed 
monitoring, wind direction, and precipitation is set up at desalination unit location. 

As part of the WP4’s main objective that foresees a need for modeling, designing and development 
of the innovative equipment required to perform the envisaged interventions at the Lighthouse 
Islands as example of the seven use cases considered in INSULAE, the Task 4.2. includes the Unije 
Lighthouse demonstration preparatory activities under which the detail design, model, engineering 
and development of the innovative solutions that will be implemented in Unije is carried out. In the 
sense of Task 4.2. main objective, following subtask 4.2.2. addresses the proposed solutions of 
smart integration and control of water and energy systems at Unije island. 

Water scarcity represents one of the main challenges for islands specially during vacation periods 
when tourism increase the water consumption on the island. The integration of different solutions 
to manage the water use was studied as part of the mentioned subtask. Smart irrigation systems 
through smart meters and sensors implemented in the soil to monitor the water necessity for crops, 
implementation of renewable energy sources as part of the desalination unit, installation of sensing 
equipment to cover the optimal water production inside the desalination unit, and wireless 
communication with central unit will establish direct links between telecommunication, water and 
energy networks.  

In order to ensure the interoperability of the sensors with the different communication protocols, 
an analysis of the commercial devices available was carried out by the Ericsson Nikola Tesla team, 
while the more detailed information on communication technologies can be found in public 
deliverable D.4.4 Unije Lighthouse UC-3. 

1.2 Structure 

This deliverable is structured in 6 sections, with the addition of Section 7 covering the references 
used.  

First section is introduction to the problem where scopes and objectives, and connection to other 
project deliverables is defined.  

In Sections 2 the overall state-of-the-art review of the previous activities and studies done for the 
Unije location is presented.  

In Section 3 includes all the energy and water system modeling done under the INSULAE project. 
Models developed include the simple model for the hydraulic pipeline calculations, water system 
modelled in EPANET, and demand response model for the Unije Island and Cres-Lošinj archipelago, 
while the details of the water-energy nexus for the Unije island is in more detailed discussed in 
Section 4.6. Implementation of water energy nexus actions.  

Besides the proposed water energy nexus model, in Section 4 the existing and planned engineering 
and equipment development is discussed.  
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Section 5 takes on the market possibilities of heuristic operation of water and energy systems in 
general, which will be part of the activities in the second part of the INSULAE project, covering the 
joint optimal operation of water and energy systems on the Unije island.  

Finally, the Section 6 covers the final conclusions of the first part of INSULAE project, regarding the 
UC-2 implementation, and gives the outlook for the future activities. References used while writing 
this deliverable can be seen in Section 7. 

1.3 Connection to other deliverables 

Here we discuss the connection between deliverable D4.3 Unije Lighthouse UC-2 report and several 
confidential deliverables in chronological order:  

 D4.5 Unije energy system models 
 D4.6 Unije Lighthouse intervention equipment detail engineering 
 D5.1 Unije Demonstration and monitoring plans 
 D4.2 Unije Lighthouse UC-1 report 
 D4.4 Unije Lighthouse UC-3 report 
 D4.7 Unije Lighthouse equipment development 

Deliverable D4.5 includes information on modeling the energy system of Unije Island with details 
concerning the considerations for energy capacity of the battery systems, management of the 
hybridized RES + BESS, and implementation of water-energy nexus through the desalination unit 
operation. 

Deliverable 4.6 drafts the basic and detail engineering of the use cases that will be demonstrated 
on Unije Island, namely: UC-1: Joint management of hybridized RES and storage, UC-2: Smart 
integration and control of water and energy systems and UC-3: Empowerment of islands’ energy 
communities through 5G and IoT technologies for flexibility services. 

Deliverable 5.1 outlines results of task T5.1 during which the thorough deployment plan was 
developed in order to establish the roadmap for the deployment of the different interventions that 
are to be implemented on Unije, and that were previously defined in T4.2. 

Set of public deliverables include deliverables D4.2, D4.3 and D4.4. Deliverable 4.2 collects the main 
conclusions reached after finalizing the modelling, basic and detail engineering and equipment 
development activities previous to the deployment of the UC-1: Joint management of hybridized 
RES and storage, while deliverable D4.4 covers the main conclusions reached after finalizing the 
modelling, basic and detail engineering and equipment development activities previous to the 
deployment of the UC-3: Empowerment of islands’ energy communities through 5G and IoT 
technologies for flexibility services, at Unije Island. 

Finally, deliverable D4.7 in a form of confidential demonstrator consist of a collection of all the 
equipment, either brand new developed in Task 4.2, commercially purchased or already available 
in the location, needed for the demonstration campaign that will take place on Unije island. 
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2 STATE-OF-THE-ART REVIEW 

The islands are largely isolated from the mainland, which implies a high dependence on fossil fuels 
as energy sources, high transport costs, problems with water supply, limited diversification of 
economic supply and greater possibility of monopolies of individual market players. By encouraging 
and implementing renewable energy sources (RES), islands can solve most of the aforementioned 
problems. With the renewable electricity generation, the islands cease to be dependent on fossil 
fuels. The construction of a desalination plant that would use renewable energy sources would 
significantly reduce the cost of water, which is extremely expensive and quantitatively poor on the 
islands and would reduce dependence on the drinking water supplier. Promoting the island as green 
or self-sustaining attracts many tourists from predominantly more developed countries where 
there is a more pronounced awareness of climate change issues. 

There are numerous examples in the literature of topics related to smart islands, while specifically 
for the islands in Kvarner archipelago with a focus on energy system and transport planning, several 
analyses were made. Specifically for the Unije island, an analysis of energy sustainability and 
promotion of sustainable island development has been made, as well as an analysis of the 
integration of renewable energy sources, primarily the use of solar photovoltaic panels. Few studies 
analyze the use of RES for desalination, as well as the analysis of the consumption of electricity in 
the water supply system. However, no papers have been found analyzing the link between the 
power and water systems involving desalination on the smart island. We follow with a brief 
explanation of some studies in the region surrounding Unije, to put in context the developments in 
Unije as part of an overall drive to sustainability in the region.. 

In the thesis [1], the energy planning of the island of Lošinj was carried out using the RenewIslands 
methodology and using the mathematical model H2RES. The H2RES program was developed to 
support the simulation of various scenarios proposed by the RENEWISLAND methodology, with the 
aim of integrating renewable energy sources and hydrogen into the island's energy systems. The 
H2RES model has the ability to integrate different energy storage systems into the island's 
electricity system to enable better penetration of electricity from renewable sources into the 
island's energy system and to create energy systems that are 100% renewable. In thesis [1], 4 
scenarios of energy system development on the island of Lošinj are presented. Author concludes 
that scenarios that promote consumption entirely from renewable sources, while also including 
hydrogen as possible solution, can be realized on smaller islands, with a smaller population and 
high intermittent potential. 

The thesis Advanced Energy Planning of the Transport Sector on the Island of Krk [2] deals with the 
analysis of the possible implementation of electricity in the transport of the island of Krk. The open 
source model SUMO was used as a basis, in which the transport network of the island of Krk was 
created. As a result of the simulation of the use of electric vehicles in traffic, the electricity 
consumption of electric vehicles was obtained, as well as the parameters and power of electric 
charging stations necessary to cover the stated needs. In conclusion, concrete savings in 
greenhouse gas emissions have been calculated and presented, which can contribute to achieving 
the goal of making the island of Krk CO2 neutral.  
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The thesis [3] aims to demonstrate various new technologies and their implementation on islands 
in the world and in Croatia. The SWOT analysis was used to provide a basic overview of the 
technologies used in the development of smart islands. According to the analysis of the available 
technologies, floating photovoltaic technology was selected and its implementation on Vrana Lake 
on the island of Cres was studied in more details. A basic technological and economic analysis was 
made to show the potential of Vrana Lake. Technological and economic analysis covered three 
scenarios with different ways of financing. The analysis concludes that the installation of FPV on 
Vrana Lake is a profitable project that results in reduced evaporation of the lake. 

For a thesis [4] the aim was to present the potential of the island of Cres as an island that would 
meet all its energy needs from locally available renewable sources and thus become energy 
independent of energy imports from the mainland. The current situation on the island was taken 
as the initial scenario, and through three scenarios gradual implementation of the energy transition 
towards the 100% self-sufficient island was studied. The total reduction of CO2 emissions between 
the studied scenarios was 2 603 t/year, while the consumption of conventional fuels eventually 
decreased from the initial 41.86 GWh/year to 30.35 GWh/year. 

Specifically for the Unije island, the analysis of energy sustainability was studied in several analysis, 
starting from the first thorough analysis “Sustainable Development of the Unije Island” developed 
by the professor Starc N. from the Institute of Economics, Zagreb [5]. Mentioned study was a driving 
force for several future analyses on the topic of sustainable development of Unije Island.  In [5], the 
author discusses the future sustainable and self-sufficient development of the Unije island and 
observes sustainable development in three components, ecological, economic and social. The 
expected result in regards the energy sector for Unije island is an optimal RES mix on Unije island 
(share of wind, solar, biomass, etc.) that will fully meet the island's needs. Within the water supply 
problem, three solutions were considered. The first solution was based on the construction of a 
water supply system that would connect islands Lošinj, Vele Srakane, Male Srakane and Unije 
island, and the construction of an 800 m3 water tower. The second solution is the supply of water 
to the island by means of water carriers and the construction water tanks with the same capacity 
of 800 m3. As a third solution, a hybrid use of desalination technology and water carrier supply was 
assessed. As previously mentioned, the [5] report was used as a basis for several future analysis for 
Unije island, mainly covering its energy potential and achieving the island’s energy sustainability. 

In a thesis [6], the energy system of the Unije Island was planned with the numerous projects in 
order to promote sustainable development. Calculations were performed which showed the 
required capacity of renewable energy sources to allow the smooth development of the island 
towards the 100% RES utilization. Energy planning has been done using the software "H2RES". The 
thesis shows island’s energy balance, possibilities of biomass utilization, possibility of using electric, 
as well as the usage of desalination unit for water production. 
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Figure 4.   Unije island demand and consumption as results from conducted survey for the study purposes 

The thesis tackles the problem through four scenarios of energy development of the island, where 
each scenario is calculated for the year 2030. Results showed that, based on the scenario, for 100% 
renewable electricity generation the island would need additional capacities in solar and wind 
power, with proposed battery storage. The capacities for proposed technologies, based on the 
studied scenarios, range in between 2.5 -3 MW of solar photovoltaic power, 0.5 - 3.3 MW of wind 
power, and 5 – 9 MWh of battery capacities to be able to achieve the 100% renewable electricity 
generation, photovoltaic power and battery energy storage are developed further under use case 
1 for the INSULAE project on Unije. 

In thesis [7] the aim was to conduct an analysis of the integration of solar photovoltaic power 
systems into the energy system of the island of Unije by evaluating four scenarios. The scenarios 
were analyzed in the EnergyPLAN software package. The analysis refers to households on the island 
that are divided into permanently inhabited and seasonal households. A comparison of scenarios 
was made, which showed optimal scenario in relation to the share of renewable energy sources in 
total electricity consumption. The results of the scenario can be seen in Figure 5. Results show how 
much electricity is covered by the photovoltaic system, how much was imported and exported and 
what is the share of own electricity consumption from the photovoltaic system. 
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Figure 5.   Yearly electricity consumption for four different scenarios 

Previously mentioned works included the analysis of renewable energy sources implementation on 
Unije island covering the integrated and non-integrated implementation of photovoltaic systems. 
Additionally, implementation of battery system storage was also studied with some older analysis 
including the wind power too. In next sections we’ll cover work done under the holistic approach 
covering the water-energy nexus for this use case, use case 2, through means of desalination unit 
operation utilizing the installed renewable energy sources. Furthermore, analysis of future to be 
installed systems is field of water system, as well as energy system on the Unije island was assessed.  

3 WATER SYSTEM MODELLING 

 Water system modelling included development of models that covered the specifics of the future 
water system to be installed on the island of Unije. With the proposed water system, the new 
desalination unit is in a pretesting faze to assess the possibility of flexible operation to cover the 
future water demand, but also be able to operate flexibly for possible future market opportunities. 
More on the future opportunities for the holistic operation of water and energy systems can be 
seen in Section 4.6, continuing with the more general description in Section 5. 

This section covers the developed models, ranging from the simple excel model that included 
hydraulic calculation of pipeline sections, to the final water system model of the whole Unije island 
developed using EPANET software. Additionally, a model was developed to assess the possibility 
for implementation of the demand response through the usage of the desalination plant, which 
showed that overall demand was reduced during the day and the evening hours, while it is 
increased during the night hours. This means that the energy is used in more optimal way because 
of the flexibility from the desalination plant, thus overall lower operation costs of the system were 
achieved. 
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3.1 Overview of the current situation and future 
water system plans 

Vodoopskrba and odvodnja Cres Lošinj Ltd. (VIOCL) is a for profit public utility (Ltd.) for water supply 
and wastewater disposal founded and owned by the municipalities of Cres and Mali Lošinj. The 
company is operating in the municipal areas of Cres and Mali Lošinj which geographically involves 
the island of Cres (municipal area Cres) and islands Mali Lošinj, Veli Lošinj, Unije, Susak, Ilovik, Male 
Srakane and Vele Srakane (municipal area of Mali Lošinj).  

Drinking water is brought to the island of Unije via a water carrier ship and is then distributed 
through an improvised pipeline system in the village into the individual house water tanks. 

The water carrier ship is filled on the island of Lošinj (from the Cres-Lošinj water supply system), 
and the volume of the water carrier ship depends on the public procurement procedure for 
transporting drinking water by water carrier from Mali Lošinj to the islands of Susak, Unije, Male 
and Velike Srakane and Liski Bay.  

The subsidized quantity of water delivered to the island of Unije for a period between 2009 and 
2017 can be seen in Table 1 below: 

Table 1.   Monthly water supplied to Unije Island via water carrier ship in a period between 2009 and 2017 

  Unije Island   

SUBSIDIZED QUANTITY OF WATER SUPPLIED IN m3   

Year I II III IV V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII Total 

2009 0 0 0 266 598 687 938 778 715 210 0 0 4192 

2010 0 0 0 280 497 542 757 694 373 0 0 0 3143 

2011 0 0 290 305 691 528 735 653 557 370 0 226 4355 

2012 0 274 634 0 385 890 873 1005 241 0 0 0 4302 

2013 0 0 0 244 0 675 807 758 302 74 0 0 2860 

2014 0 0 0 221 245 593 462 250 137 0 0 0 1908 

2015 0 0 0 338 445 434 839 657 376 0 0 0 3089 

2016 0 0 0 0 142 548 720 714 95 0 0 0 2219 

2017 0 0 186 0 265 696 667 665 0 0 0 0 2479 

Average 0 30 123 184 363 621 755 686 311 73 0 32 3172 

 

3.1.1 The existing water supply on the Unije Island 

The existing water supply on the Unije Island includes the following units: 

WATER TANKS: 

 Individual house level water tanks (around 230) 
 public water tanks 

o 2 near the school (350 and 35 m3) – rainwater 
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o 2 in local committee building (850 and 80 m3) – rainwater 
o Water tank near church (350 m3) - connected to a desalination plant 
o Water tank near church (300 m3) – rainwater 

WELL U-1: 

 Brackish water at depth of 22 m 
 Used well capacity 2 L/s 
 Water salinity ranging from 400 – 2000 mg/L 

SUBMERSIBLE WATER PUMP: 

 Nominal power 2.05 kW 
 Rated flow 8 m3/s 
 Rated head 60 m 

DESALINATION PLANT: 

The underground part of the desalination plant has two water tanks, with 40 m3 water volume each.  

One water tank is used as raw brackish water storage connected via pressure line (900 m long) to 
the existing U-1 well. The brackish water tank allows for the retention of raw brackish water and 
the required contact time for the best possible coagulation of the constituents carried by the water, 
with the aim of successful filtration on the sand filters. In the case of increased water turbidity, the 
dosage agent is used for increased coagulation and flocculation. 

The second water tank is freshwater tank used for storing water processed in desalination unit. Two 
water pumps installed in parallel mode are used for water transportation via pressure line (PEHD 
DN 110 mm, 104 m long) to the main water tank near church (350 m3). Rated pump flow is 2.5 L/s, 
while rated pump head is 60 m. Existing piping system is not certified for a drinking water 
transportation, hence the freshwater from desalination units is considered as a process water.  

Water pump with rated flow of 2.5 L/s and rated head of 40 m is used to transport brackish water 
to the sand filters, where any turbidity and dirt can be removed from the water. Such filtered water 
enters the protective pre-filter and reverse osmosis where water desalination takes place. Water 
afterwards goes through the remineralization process. Water disinfection is done after 
remineralization, and before entering the freshwater tank (40 m3). Residual chlorine in processed 
water is below 200 mg/L. 
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Figure 6.   Outside view of the desalination unit 

The outside view of the desalination unit can be seen on Figure 6, while Figure 7 and Figure 8 show 
the internal parts of the desalination unit. More precisely, Figure 7 shows the sand filters which are 
used as pretreatment for the reverse osmosis shown on the Figure 8. Both, the sand filters, and 
reverse osmosis, as well as all the details of the desalination unit can be seen on technical scheme 
shown in Figure 9. 

 
Figure 7.   Sand filters inside the desalination unit 



 

Document: 
 

D4.3 Unije Lighthouse UC-2 report 
Responsible: 

 
VIOCL Version: Final 

Reference: D4.3 Date: 28/4/21 

 

INSULAE: Unije Lighthouse UC-2 report  21 

 
Figure 8.   Reverse osmosis system inside the desalination unit 

Other characteristics of the desalination unit: 

 Nominal power: 27.6 kW 
 Electricity consumption for 2017: 4555 kWh 
 Efficiency: 0.5-0.55 
 Maximum freshwater production 4-4.4 m3/h 
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Figure 9.   Desalination unit technical scheme 

Besides the desalination unit which is in the testing phase of water production, drinking water is 
brought to Unije Island via a water carrier boat and is then distributed through the village to an 
individual house level water tanks by improvised pipelines. 

3.1.2 Current sewage network 

There is work in progress on current sewage network system. So far, a wastewater treatment plant 
has been built along with the underwater outlet pipeline. Based on the low number of population 
equivalent (P.E. = 900) to which it has been designed, pre-treatment technology is sufficient for 
effective wastewater treatment. Pre-treatment of this Unije wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) 
is consisted of a coarse screen designed to trap solids (such as plastic bags, rocks, etc.) and a 
combined grease – grit trap device that will extrude grease and fine grit from non-treated sewage 
water. After the treatment, wastewater is pumped through pressurised wastewater pipeline 531 
meter long  after which it’s fed to underwater outlet pipeline that reaches 600 meters from shore, 
at the depth of  32 meters. 

Currently, there is a main sewage collector (568 m) that has two shorter collectors connected to it 
(108 m and 168 m). Altogether, that makes for 844 m of sewage that is ready for 50 objects on 
island to be connected to it. With the main collector and WWTP finished, sewage network is ready 
to be expanded in the next stage of project.  
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3.1.3 Planned water and drainage system 

The conceptual design of the "Water Supply and Sewerage and Sanitation Wastewater Treatment 
System of the Unije Island" was developed, and includes: 

1. Installation of a new pumping station in the desalination plant that would transport water 
to the planned water tower 

2. Water supply distribution network (6500 + 950 m) 
3. Water reservoir/tower (800 m3, 65 MAMSL) – connected to desalination unit 
4. Water carrier boat dock as back up –for possible downtime in the operation of the 

desalination unit, or inability to produce water on the island a water carrier ship will be 
used. Dock will be connected via pressure pipeline (DN 150 mm, 380 m long) with 
freshwater tank (40 m3) in desalination plant. 

5. Sewage network (5.500 m) 
6. Water treatment plant 
7. Sewage water pumping station and pressure pipeline due to the terrain composition 
8. Sea discharge 

  
Figure 10.   Planned water system network (left); Planned drainage system (right) 

3.2 Hydraulic pipeline calculation 

As there is no operating water system on the island, two models were developed for a future water 
system based on the "Water Supply and Sewerage and Sanitation Wastewater Treatment System 
of the Unije Island" document. 

The first model included simple excel hydraulic calculations of pipeline sections. The calculation was 
divided into sections: 
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1. From brackish water well to brackish water tank in desalination unit (Section 1) 
2. From brackish water tank to the pre-treatment process in desalination unit (Section 2) 
3. Reverse osmosis process (Section 3) 
4. From water tank in desalination unit to existing 350 m3 water tank (Section 4) 
5. From planned water tower/reservoir 800 m3 water tank to the consumers via future water 

system (Section 5) 

 
Figure 11.   Sections of the modelled desalination unit and water system as part of the hydraulic pipeline calculations 

Sections ranging from brackish water well to future water system can be seen in Error! Reference 
source not found. (from Section 1 to Section 4), while the Section 5 can be seen on a Error! 
Reference source not found.. 

Figures ranging from Error! Reference source not found. to Error! Reference source not found. are 
showing inputs and results of the hydraulic pipeline calculations divided into beforementioned 
sections. Each figure shows results in a form of total pressure drop (in Pa), pumping power needed 
and the total electricity consumption in kWh/m3. 

After all pump capacities have been selected, based on the proposed water demand throughout 
the months, one can find monthly electricity demand and total cost associated with the water 
system operation. Final results can be seen in Error! Reference source not found.. 

Defined model was used as pre-model to test the proposed solutions that are installed in 
desalination unit, and that are to be installed for the future water system expansion. For an initially 
proposed water demand of 1077 m3, electricity demand is estimated to be around 5300 kWh with 
the total operation costs of 766 EUR/year. With taking into the account possible rise in water 
demand over the next several years due to the higher tourism on the island, one can estimate that 
for an annual water demand of 3800 m3, the electricity consumption is 18580 kWh, with the total 
operation cost of 2670 EUR. 
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Figure 12.   Desalination plant excel model - sizing of the pump 1 

 
Figure 13.   Desalination plant excel model - sizing of the pump 2 

 
Figure 14.   Desalination plant excel model - sizing of the pump 3 
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Figure 15.   Desalination plant excel model - sizing of the pump 4 

 
Figure 16.   Desalination plant excel model - sizing of the pump 5 

 
Figure 17.   Desalination plant excel model - energy consumption 

3.3 EPANET water system model 

Unije Island future water system was developed using open source software EPANET. 
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Software is free to use and download using link: https://www.epa.gov/water-research/epanet 
Basic EPANET workspace can be seen in picture below: 

 
Figure 18.   EPANET model of Unije water system 

EPANET is a software that performs extended period simulation of hydraulic and water quality 
behavior within pressurized pipe networks. A network consists of pipes, nodes (pipe junctions), 
pumps, valves and storage tanks or reservoirs. EPANET tracks the flow of water in each pipe, the 
pressure at each node, the height of water in each tank, and the concentration of a chemical species 
throughout the network during a simulation period comprised of multiple time steps. In addition 
to chemical species, water age and source tracing can also be simulated.  

EPANET is designed to be a research tool for improving our understanding of the movement and 
fate of drinking water constituents within distribution systems. It can be used for many different 
kinds of applications in distribution systems analysis. Sampling program design, hydraulic model 
calibration, chlorine residual analysis, and consumer exposure assessment are some examples. 
EPANET can help assess alternative management strategies for improving water quality throughout 
a system, which can include: 

 altering pumping and tank filling/emptying schedules 
 targeted pipe cleaning and replacement 
 altering source utilization within multiple source systems 
 use of satellite treatment, such as re-chlorination at storage tanks 

The method used in EPANET to solve the flow continuity and head loss equations that characterize 
the hydraulic state of the pipe network at a given point in time can be termed a hybrid node-loop 
approach. In [8] and later in [9] authors chose to call it the "Gradient Method". Similar approaches 
have been described by authors in [10] and in [11]. The only difference between these methods is 
the way in which link flows are updated after a new trial solution for nodal heads has been found.  
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Additional information on how the network components are modeled, and how the “Gradient 
Method” is applied can be found in EPANET user manual. 

Developed water system can be seen on a Figure 19 below: 

 
Figure 19.   Overview of the future Unije water system 

3.4 Demand response model 

The synergy between the energy and water sector is becoming increasingly important on islands 
for two reasons. Firstly, there is a need for increased integration of renewable energy sources and 
decarbonization of energy sector and water system can be used as a flexibility provider for the 
energy system. Secondly, water scarcity is often the issue on the islands, thus there is need for 
securing the water supply on the islands at affordable prices. The desalination plants can be used 
as the implementation technology for achieving the water-energy nexus. Island of Unije, together 
with other islands in the Kvarner archipelago represent potential test beds for these technologies. 
Because desalination technologies are present on many islands of Kvarner archipelago, a study 
described in this chapter was conducted in order to assess the possibility for implementation of the 
demand response through the usage of desalination plant. A specific form of demand response 
program based on the day-ahead electricity market prices was conducted, however other 
programmes can be implemented as well. This study observed financial parameters as well as 
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technical parameters in order to quantify the benefits of using the desalination plants as demand 
response1.  

3.4.1 Energy system model 

Developed energy system model is implemented as non-linear and non-convex AC OPF model. This 
means that no global optimum can be guaranteed as a solution to this problem. However, since the 
observed system is small enough, the conventional solvers can be used for achievement of 
sufficiently accurate solutions. The detailed model can be found in the study2.  

3.4.2 Demand response model 

The demand response program implemented in the desalination plants is based on the day-ahead 
electricity market prices. The model observes the differences between the two consecutive house 
price difference. Higher day-ahead market price difference between the two hours often means 
higher changes in the system operation. Thus, model is defined in such way that it allows more 
possibility for the demand response during these periods so it can provide support for the system. 
This is mathematically formulated in the study2. Flexibility factor is introduced as well in order to 
reflect the psychical possibilities for the implementation of the demand response (e.g. existing 
desalination capacity). Lower value of flexibility factor means higher possibility for the demand 
response. The proposed demand response model is incorporated in the environment of Kvarner 
archipelago with a substation on Lošinj island representing a feeder for other islands. The topology 
is presented in Figure 20. 

 
Figure 20.   Analysed system 

 

 

1 M. Mimica, D. F. Dominković, T. Capuder, G. Krajačić, On the value and the potential of demand response in 
the Smart island archipelago, Renewable Energy (under review), 2021. 
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Several scenarios were considered for the analysed case study of Unije and Kvarner archipelago. 
Scenario A is reference scenario without the implementation of demand response (DR) and energy 
storage system (EES) usage. Scenario B adds the implementation of EES, while scenario C allows for 
DR in all nodes of the system. Finally, scenario D adds them both, EES implementation and DR in all 
nodes of the system. Scenarios are also presented in a Table 2.  

Table 2.   Scenarios included in the analysis 

Scenario A B C D 

Description Scenario without 
DR and ESS 

A + ESS  A + DR in all 
nodes 

A + ESS + DR in all 
nodes 

 

3.4.3 Analysis results 

The change of operation cost for different scenarios and flexibility factor k values are shown in 
Figure 21. The implementation of the demand response and energy storage system resulted with 
savings in the overall operation of the system. The savings are more expressed for the more 
optimistic k values which allow higher implementation of the demand response. This result clearly 
illustrates the benefits for the consumers of the demand response implementation, especially with 
regards to water-energy nexus as is case in this use case on Unije island. 

 
Figure 21.   Operation cost changes for different scenarios and k values 

The demand response operation can be observed in Figure 22. The overall demand is reduced 
during the day and the evening hours, while it is increased during the night hours. The demand 
response values increase as the allowed flexibility increases which confirms the benefits of the 
demand response for the system operation. 



 

Document: 
 

D4.3 Unije Lighthouse UC-2 report 
Responsible: 

 
VIOCL Version: Final 

Reference: D4.3 Date: 28/4/21 

 

INSULAE: Unije Lighthouse UC-2 report  31 

 
Figure 22.   Demand response values for different scenarios and flexibility values 

The demand response operation was observed for different PV values in the system as well. The 
system operation is observed for fixed k = 0.5 and the share of 25% of PV corresponds to initial 
value of the PV share in the system. Figure 23  shows the demand response and battery operation 
for different share of PV. It can be observed that the battery operation is mostly affected by the 
change in the PV share, while demand response had similar operation pattern for all shares. This 
can be explained by the fact that the demand response is mostly influenced by the prices on the 
day-ahead market. Detailed results are presented in Figure 23. 

 
Figure 23.   Battery and demand response operation for k = 0.5 and different PV share 

This study also analysed the impact of different incentive values μ on the system operation. Figure 
24 presents the operation of the demand response for different flexibility values and incentive 
values. The results showed that increased incentive value would be favourable option for increase 
of the demand response values in systems with low flexibility. The results also showed that, when 
incentive is higher than 23% of the day-ahead market prices, the system did not choose to use the 
demand response. This means that this is the upper level of incentive at which the demand 
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response is no longer activated. Moreover, the study also showed that, when there is less devices 
that can provide demand response present in the archipelago, the demand response service should 
be more incentivized in order to stimulate the consumers to participate in demand response 
programs. 

It should be also noted that the impact of the demand response on the technical parameters was 
also observed by calculating the voltage for different incentives and flexibility values. It was shown 
that minimum and maximum voltage in the system did not change significantly which means that 
the demand response program did not represent a technical issue for the system. 

 
Figure 24.   Demand response operation for different incentives and flexibilities 

4 ENGINEERING AND EQUIPMENT DEVELOPMENT 

 Engineering and equipment development is covered through several points regarding the 
water/energy system. The sections include descriptions of current and planned water system, 
desalination unit with PV plant on the roof, smart agriculture and modelled implementation of the 
water-energy nexus actions. With the available equipment including smart water system, 
desalination unit, PV plant and battery storage, the optimal joint operation of the water and energy 
system is discussed. The proposed objective function minimizes the total system cost giving the 
optimal operation of the water and energy system. 

4.1 The existing water supply on the Unije Island 
The current situation on the island of Unije includes a desalination unit, a PV power plant on the 
roof of the desalination unit, and a part of the water supply system under construction. The 0.4 
MW/1.6 MWh battery and 1 MW photovoltaic power unit is still in the planning stage, while the 
rest of the water supply system is under construction. The existing and planned condition of the 
water supply system is described hereafter. 
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The current state of water supply on the island of Unije includes a brackish water well, a 
desalination plant, a distribution network in the settlement currently under construction, its own 
sources of water collection (rainwater), public tanks, and water supply by water carrier ship . 

Private water tanks as part of residential households are used to store rainwater and freshwater 
brought to Unije via water carrier ship. Water is pumped from house cisterns with a house 
hydrophore and distributed to the distribution installation. Public cisterns are of large volume and 
are located near the school (350m3), church (350 m3) and local committee building (850m3). Until 
the construction of the desalination unit, the cistern near the church was the main one and was 
replenished with water from water carrier ship, while the other cisterns were replenished with 
rainwater.  

The brackish water is pumped from the existing U-1 well in the field with new pumps with a capacity 
of 2 l/s. The previous pumps were powered by a diesel generator, and the newly installed ones 
were connected to a low-voltage distribution system. The water from the well is forced into a 
pressure pipeline that goes all the way to the desalination unit. Tests have shown a minimum well 
yield of about 3.5 l/s. These tests were conducted as early as the 20th century, so new tests will be 
needed to determine how feasible it is to add additional capacity to the existing desalination unit 
to cover potentially increased future demand. After the desalination unit, the water from the 40 m3 
purified water tank within the desalination unit is transported all the way to the tank near the 
church. 

The current distribution network does not connect the hydrophore with residential houses, but 
with 10 hydrants that are spread throughout the settlement. If necessary, hydrants and house 
cisterns are connected by surface distribution. Prior to the start of works, the settlement was 
supplied with water from a tanker with a volume of 250-1000 m3, depending on the need. Apart 
from Unije, the tanker is also used on other islands of the Cres-Lošinj archipelago where there is a 
lack of water in the summer months. The tanker connects to a shaft located on the waterfront and 
the water is distributed throughout the village to an individual house cistern by improvised surface 
distribution. 

4.2 Desalination unit 

The desalination unit is an 8.0 x 6.0 m building, divided into two parts. On the ground floor there is 
equipment for desalination, namely pressure pumps for sand filters, reverse osmosis plant, 
remineralizer, pressure pumps for the water distribution, electrical equipment and other smaller 
equipment. In the underground part there are two water tanks, with an individual volume of 40 m3. 
The brackish water tank which is supplied by the existing connection from the well pumps, and the 
purified water tank which is intended for further use in the water supply system. 
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Figure 25.   Desalination unit scheme 

One can differentiate two different desalination unit system operation. One includes normal system 
operation, meaning only filling the main water storage tank located near the church, from where 
the water demand is being covered. On the other hand, second system operation includes filling 
the private water storage tanks directly from desalination unit. The first system operation can be 
divided into few steps showing the water flows between the desalination unit and main water 
storage tank: 

1. Reverse osmosis unit is producing fresh water and storing it to freshwater storage tank in 
desalination unit (40 m3). Freshwater tank has a water level sensor 

2. When water in freshwater tank reaches around 50 cm from the upper water level limit, the 
electric motor driven three-way valve opens the connection between the main water 
storage tank and desalination unit, and the pump start the operation. The reverse osmosis 
is in operation at all times, filling the freshwater tank 

3. The filling capacity of the main water tank is approximately 3 L/s (the pump is frequently 
regulated, so additional adjustments are possible), while the reverse osmosis production 
of drinking water is approximately 1 L/s, meaning that pump will fill the main storage tank 
discontinuously 

4. The main storage tank has the ultrasonic water level sensor, and when the water level 
reaches the upper level, the pump in desalination unit stops, while three-way valve closes 
the connection between desalination unit and main storage tank. Three-way valve opens 
the connection between the desalination unit and consumers directly. 
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5. If the water level in the freshwater storage tank in desalination unit is below the upper 
limit, reverse osmosis unit continues producing freshwater until the upper water level is 
reached 

6. If the main storage tank and freshwater tank in desalination unit are both full, the reverse 
osmosis stops with the operation 

The monitoring and control system of the desalination plant is in the phase of pretesting, ie. 
the aim is to enable the control of the desalination unit from the administrative building in Mali 
Lošinj via a 3G/4G connection. The SCADA preview can be seen in Figure 26 below. 

 
Figure 26.   SCADA system preview of the desalination unit at Unije island 

 

The second system, meaning private water tanks filling, is done in steps below: 

1. Precondition: three-way valve open in the direction of the settlement.  
2. Switch on the pump in the desalination unit, and in case of closing three-way valve, the 

pump is switched off.  
3. If the water level in the freshwater tank drops below half the tank height, the electric motor 

gate valve between the desalination unit and main storage water tank opens.  
4. The existing pump at the main storage tank is switched on, which lifts the water from the 

main water tank and goes through the PEHD DN 160 pipeline towards freshwater tank in 
desalination unit 

5. Re-chlorination of the mixed water from main water tank and existing freshwater in 
freshwater storage is performed 

6. The reverse osmosis module is in operation at all times 
7. If the water level in the main water storage tank is at a minimum level or the supply of 

private water tanks is interrupted for some reason, the main water storage pump is 
switched off and the electric gate valve on the inlet to the desalination unit is closed. The 
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three-way valve opens connection between the desalination unit and main water tanks 
near the church 

8. Return to normal system operation 

4.3 PV on the desalination roof 

A 7 kWp photovoltaic power plant was built on the roof of the desalination building on the island 
of Unije. The photovoltaic power plant produces electricity from renewable sources, and is 
connected to the existing low-voltage electricity distribution network with the aim of electricity 
production for self consumption. The nominal power of the photovoltaic power plant inverter is 7.5 
kWp, but is limited to 7 kWp. Top view of the installed PV unit on the roof can be seen in Figure 27 
below. 

 
Figure 27.   Top view of the installed PV system on a roof of desalination unit 

The estimate of the expected electricity production of the planned photovoltaic power plant was 
made using a program that was made available as a publicly available PVGIS service. 

The location of the object in question is: 

 Latitude (N): 44º38'6" 
 Longitude (E): 14º14'57" 

As can be seen in Figure 27, the PV plant is in two parts of equal nominal power, but parts differ in 
their orientation. The southeast part is oriented towards the 127° azimuth angle, while the 
northwest part has the 307°azimuth angle orientation. The PV system is mounted as a fixed, pre-
assembled load-bearing substructure that is at a roof pitch of 22° relative to the horizontal (parallel 
to the roof). The expected average total solar radiation at the location for the 307° azimuth angle 
orientation is 1287 kWh/m2, while for the second oriented part it is expected to have 1595 kWh/m2. 
Hence, the expected annual power generation from the 307° azimuth-oriented part is 3628 kWh, 
while the 127°azimuth-oriented part is expected to produce 4608 kWh. Calculation results using 
PVGIS can be seen in Figure 28 and Figure 29. 
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Figure 28.   Data and expected power generation from the northeast (307°) part of the PV plant on a desalination roof 

 
Figure 29.   Data and expected power generation from the southwest (127°) part of the PV plant on a desalination 

roof 

Photovoltaic power plant is in parallel mode of operation with the grid, therefore the power plant 
must be equipped for parallel operation with the distribution network, in all regular and 
extraordinary operating circumstances, without compromising the distribution network and other 
users. 

The conditions of parallel operation ensure mutually harmonized protection of the power plant and 
the distribution network. In case of deviation from the prescribed conditions for parallel operation, 
the protection must separate the power plant from the parallel operation. 

For parallel operation of the power plant by the network, the power plant must have: 

a) protection that ensures the conditions of parallel operation 
b) protection against disturbances and breakdowns in the power plant 
c) protection against disturbances and failures in the network 

The producer is obliged to take the necessary measures in order to deliver the standard level of 
electricity quality to the electricity distribution network. 

In order to ensure safe and uninterrupted operation of the photovoltaic power plant throughout 
its lifetime. It is necessary to provide complete protection against atmospheric and induced 
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voltages already in the design phase of the photovoltaic power plant. Protection must be provided 
not only on the output side of the inverter, but also on the output side of the photovoltaic module. 
A photovoltaic system installed on large surfaces is initially more likely to be struck by lightning. The 
effects of lightning strikes on photovoltaic modules will also have consequences on other electrical 
equipment, due to the electrical connection between the photovoltaic power plant and the 
electrical installation, leading to financial losses. 

In order to ensure better monitoring of the operation of the PV plant and to enable efficient data 
sharing, the PV monitoring system was integrated into the Smart Island Platform within the project 
(Figure 30). 

The integration is realized via an ABB controller and data is collected at 15-minute intervals. Within 
the central system, a correlation is made with meteorological and other data, in order to better 
plan the operation of the power plant itself and the optimal use of energy inside the desalination. 

 
Figure 30.   PV plant integrated in Insulae Smart Island Platform 
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Figure 31 shows the location of the installed PV system, while Figure 32 and Figure 33 show  the 
technical drawings of the installed PV system on the desalination roof. Figure 34 shows the model 
of installed PV modules. 

 

 
Figure 31.   Location of installed PV plant (roof of desalination unit) 
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Figure 32.   PV plant support construction (left); PV modules (right) 
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Figure 33.   PV panel connections (left), block diagram of the PV plant connection 














































